
Dusti Bowling  
Virtual Author Visit 

April 8-9 
 
In honor of this visit, you may wish to purchase one of these Dusti Bowling 
books for your student. 
 
Please consider using the Crossroads PTO Amazon Smile account.  Amazon 
will donate 0.5% of your purchase to the PTO. 

 
Click here to request a bookplate signed by the author for your book. 

 
Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus (2017) 
 

*Our SB Reads Crossroads One Book Selection 
Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an alligator wrestling match, or a wildfire in 
Tanzania, but the truth is she was born without them. And when her parents take a job running 
Stagecoach Pass, a rundown western theme park in Arizona, Aven moves with them across the country 
knowing that she’ll have to answer the question over and over again.  Stagecoach Pass holds bigger 
secrets than Aven ever could have imagined. It’s hard to solve a mystery, help a friend, and face your 
worst fears. But Aven’s about to discover she can do it all . . . even without arms. 
 

Momentous Events in the Life of a Cactus (2019) 
 
Just as Aven starts to feel comfortable in Stagecoach Pass, with her friends and schoolmates accustomed 
to her lack of “armage,” everything changes once again. She’s about to begin high school . . . with 3,000 
new kids to stare at her. And no matter how much Aven tries to play it cool, nothing prepares her for the 
reality. In a year filled with confusion, humiliation, and just maybe love, can Aven manage to stay true to 
herself? 
 
24 Hours in Nowhere (2018) 

 
Welcome to Nowhere, Arizona, the least livable town in the United States. For Gus, a bright 13-year-old 
with dreams of getting out and going to college, life there is made even worse by Bo Taylor, Nowhere’s 
biggest, baddest bully. When Bo tries to force Gus to eat a dangerously spiny cactus, Rossi Scott comes 
to his rescue—but in return she has to give Bo her prized dirt bike. Determined to buy it back, Gus agrees 
to go searching with friends for gold in Dead Frenchman Mine,  As they hunt for treasure, narrowly 
surviving everything from cave-ins to mountain lions, they bond over shared stories of how hard life in 
Nowhere is—and they realize this adventure just may be their way out. 
 

The Canyon’s Edge  (2020)  
 
One year after a random shooting changed their family forever, Nora and her father are exploring a 
canyon deep in the Arizona desert, hoping to find peace. Nora longs for a return to normal, like when her 
mother was still alive, while her father keeps them isolated in fear of other people. But then the 
unthinkable happens: A flash flood sweeps away Nora's father and all of their supplies.  Suddenly, Nora 
finds herself lost and alone in the desert, facing dehydration, venomous scorpions, deadly snakes, and, 
worst of all, the Beast who has terrorized her dreams for the past year. If Nora is going to save herself 
and her father, she must conquer her fears, defeat the Beast, and find the courage to live her new life. 
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